
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• When a child is diagnosed with cancer it becomes a family diagnosis.  Life as it 
was for the family has changed forever.  Each member of the family must take 
on a new role, which revolves around the illness.   

 
• Pediatric Cancer Families experience a wide range of emotional, psychological 

and economic impacts.  The changes flood quickly and the adjustment must be 
just as swift to survive.  You are now faced with fighting for your child’s life 
and it affects every aspect of yours. 

 
• The diagram below depicts a brief visual of potential impacts.  Local hospitals 

concur that a family will have an additional expense annually of approx. 
$40,000.00 even if the child’s illness is covered by insurance. 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Childhood Cancer      
Family 

Siblings: 
Childcare & School Issues 
          $$$ 

Physical & Emotional Changes 
for the Child/Teen with Cancer 

Hospital parking & food 
$$$ 

           Travel: 
expenses/gasoline, 
airfare, lodging, etc. 
          $$$$$$$ 

Potential lost income: 
Caring for your sick child is 

a full-time job. 
$$$$$ 

Finding financial assistance 
& Fundraising options? 

Mental Health Issues: 
Fear, Anxiety, Stress,  
Experienced by the family. 
    $$$  

Education: 
Learning about your child’s 
disease & current treatment 
options. 
     Where do you go? MEDICAL TREATMENT: 

$$$$ 
Learning how to care for 

your child: 
• Surgeries, Chemotherapy, 

Radiation, Bone Marrow 
Transplant, Blood & Platelet 
Transfusions, etc. 

• Broviac/Central Line care. 
• Signs to look for that could 

threaten your child’s life. 
• Changes in activities, diet, 

concern with germ exposure. 
• Home Health Nurse visits. 
• Pain Management. 

Making life-threatening 
decisions for your child. 

Childhood Cancer is a Family Diagnosis 


